


To My Parents and Younger&her



The Inter-War Japanese Military Intelligence Activities in the
Baltic States: 19191940

ShingoMasunaga

Doctoral Candidate

University of Turku

Author Note
Shingo Masunaga, Centre for East Asian Studies (CEAS), Department of
Philosophy University of Turku. Shingo Mamaga is currently a
Doctoralcandidate of the Centre for East Asian Studies. Correspondence
concerning thibookshould be addissed tdim.

E-mails. shingo.masunaga@ utu.f(Primary)

shingomasunaga7@gmail.com



mailto:shingo.masunaga@utu.fi

© 2017 Shingo MasunagaAll rights reserved.
ISBN 978-1-387-005659



Shingo Masunaga

ADate of Birth: February 20th 1988 (29 years old)
ANationality: JAPAN

Degrees:
Master (MA) in Social Sciences,
Tallinn University (2015)

Bachelor (BA) in International Communication,
Kansai Gaidai University (2010)

Publications:

1. Masunaga, S. (2017)Sarkans Junijs: Military Relationship between the
Baltic States and JaparNagoya, Japan: International Academic Forum
(IAFOR). Page 4549.

http://iafor.org/archives/proceedings/APSec/APSec2016 proceedings.pdf

2. Masunaga, S. (2016)Emerging Japanese Nationalism and Its Correlations
with the Collapse of Japan as a Family NatioNorthridge, CA, the United
States: California State University Northridge.

http://scholarworks.csun.edu/handle/10211.3/174801

3. Masunaga, S. (February 9, 205) Is an Asian NATO on the Horizon?

Prague, Czech RepublicNATO Information Centre Pra gue.

http://data.idnes.cz/soubory/na _zpravy/A150217 M02 022 150209
MASUNAGA.PDF







THE INTER-WAR JAPANESE MILITARY INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES

IN THE BALTIC STATES: 19191940 1

Introduction
Recently, researchers have sincawn increased interest on timemwar Japanese
military intelligence activitiesThe bookdn the shore of the Baltic Séa
(Baruto-kai no Horoti Nitg published in 19853y Yuriko Onodera, wife of
Japanesailitary attachéMlakoto Onodera in Riga residence (1988, has
been a mustead book fothose who are interested in Japanese military
intelligence activitiesn the BalticSearegion Still, until recent years, the details
of the Japanese military intelligence sittes in the Baltic Stateswere never
unveiled, mainlydue tothe restrictions on the eess to the classified documents
After six decades sindée end of the WW_2a portion of the records wéisally
releasd in boththe Baltic States and ttWestern countrieg’hich carefully
observed Jap@s diplomatic actionback then

In 2012, Noboru Okabe published the awasidning nonrfiction book

O0Di sappearedih&astaugegpberof intelligence

(Kieta Yalta Mitsuyaku Kinkyuden: Jyol&hikan Onodera Makoto no
Kodokuna Tatakdj based on the declassified materials acquired from the

British and the U.S. national archives such as the interceptegspondence

between Japanese army offices in Europe and Tokyo. Moreover, he was able to
access Onoderadés unreleased personal

was on Onoderabs Owarti meo (194445eHisl i genc e

previouslife in Riga(1936-38) was briefly described in some pages, but with

not able mistakes especially on some

Thedocuments Okabmainly referred were the scalleddOnodera reports
issued in 1946 bthe Strategic Services UnfSSU), countemtelligence branch
of the famous OSS]ffice of Strategic Serviceshased on the interrogation
ex-Japanese army officers including Onodera and Onouchi, the last military
attachéin Riga (193940), at the Sugamo prison in Tokyth.wasdeclassified in
2005 and now is opened to public at the Central Information Agency &IA)
official website.Presumably,itey are the only sources available todarding
the details of the Interar Japanese military intelligence activities in the Baltic
StatesMeanwhile, Okabe (2012) fourmbth Onodera and Onouchi made some
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dalsedstatementagainst the SSU interrogation officénsorder to protect the
identities of the esinformantsand collaboratorsiorked for themThus, the
overreliance on th&).S. reports would result in a trageafyunwillingly

constructediConspiracy theordy

On the other handpse decades later, just befahe passingn 1987, Onodera
himselfleft some memoirgvhich were never officially published, but preserved
at Japange governmental and private archives. It is a precious information
source alongside the U.S. reports asenof the other Japanese militatyaché

to Latvialeft anything like thaandmajority of the official documentwere

burnt down or losamidst theconfusion ofthe Soviet occupation of the Baltic
Statesn 1940 and the defeat of Japan in 1944th regard to the reliabilt of

the &unpublishe@memoirs, Setsukdhe second daughter of Onodesaid that

the memoir of her mother Yuriko was totallyskea on the fathé& memoirs.

Thus, from the principlef crosschecking, | found it reliable.

Additionally, | acquired the documents regarding the Riga army office from
Estonian, Latvian, and Japanese archivée. best remaining sourcesJapan
werethe official documentsurvived the war and preservattheNational
Institute for Defencé&tudies (NIDS) Archiven Tokyo whereas thosm the
Baltic States weractuallyarticles on periodicals (newspapdis Armiess
official magazinesuch asSddurof Estonia and.atvijas Kareivisof Latvia)
available at the national librarigSombiningthe primary and secondasources
from the fourcountrieg(Latvia, Estonia, Japan, and the U.8.jinally became

possible to gain perspective on the Riga arnfigef

Thefindings suggedthat the Rya army office wagvolved not only inthe
ordinarymilitary information gathering, but also tl@nt EstonianrJapanese
intelligence operatioto politically topple the Soviet Uniohy using theémigré
activists Although | could not find outhe evidences to prove the existence of
such ambitious operation, most of Estonian war history professiohails |
contacted by-mail such asProfessor Ivo Juurveaf Estonian national police

academy $isekaitseakadeeniard Mr. Toe NOmmof the Estonian Ministry of
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Defence clearly denied fitom one reasoritoo risky to be unveiled. They said,
in the small society ahe Intervar Estonia, it was difficult to conceal such big
deal from the eyes of public and the censorship on media under the Konstantin
Patsadministration often considered asdevelopmentlictatorshipwas not

strongly enforced.

Indeed, he details of the opation were only mentioned in the U.S. reports and
Onoder#@s unpublished memoir&ven a single word regarding the operation did
not appear in the memoirs of Estonian intelligence offi(¢il&em Saarsen and
Richard Maasingyvho fled to Sweden after the 8et occupation of their
homelandOfcourse, there is a possibility that Russian archives (esjyetial
Central Military Archivein Moscow) hold some documents about the operation,
but due to my poor Russian language skill and the lack of knowledge on
conducting fieldwork in Russimo Russian sourcegereused in this article.

What we can assume by the existing evidences is that the operation was maybe
much smalleiin its scaleandless influential than what haaeviouslybeen

confessedy Onodera

1. Roles of Japanese MilitaryAttachés and Definition of GEspionag®

In the Intervar period between 1919 and 194ibe Imperial Japanese Army
(hereafteapanese Arnty hadordered&pecial missior&to their offices in
Northern Europe. Theseders were supervisdyy first, the Army office in
Warsaw, and then from circa 193the Army office in Berlirf The main reason
for the choice of the Warsaw Army office was ttia# matureelationship
between Japanese and Polish military fomes since the latter natién

independence.

According to Bowyer (2007), OEspionaged6 is |
equi pment, etc., in order to -88xTod ect infor m:

be precise, in the realm of military affairs, it can be categorized into several

! The Warsaw Army office was located inside the Japanese Legaftmtand (Address: Foksal dthe street
later renamedWPileckieg®

%The Berlin Army officéAddress: Nollendorf strasse @ps independent from the Japanese Legation in
Germany.The Nollendorf building waspontaneoushacquired by Caolnel Hiroshi Oshima (193039)
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sections. Among the, HUMINT (Human Intelligence) and OSINT (Open
Source Intelligence) werthe two pillars of thénterwarJapanese military
intelligence activities in Europe. The former involves the collection of
information through informants, including spies, and theeilas a compilation

of analyses on information opened to the public e.g. newspaper articles.

However, objectives given to Japanese miliitgché in Central and Northern
Europe were far beyond this narrow definitiondgépionagé It included
attempis totopple foreign regimes and HUMINT (Human Intelligence) also

k n o w rspymg@by penetrated agents on foreign soils.

2. Inauguration of the Baltic-JapaneseDiplomatic Relations

The Baltic States (Eshia, Latvia, and Lithuania) h&sng been suffereth a
&rackbof the power struggles of thgreat powers. Starting from German
invasions circa 1200, the region has beimee a buffer zonein peacetimeor a

battlefieldatthe great powés hegemonic wars.

The first Japanese who focused on the Baltic geopolitical circumstance was
Colonel Motojiro Akashi, Japanese intelligence offidaring the Russo
Japanese Wawho succeeded the secret operation to organizeTaati
movementdy mobilizing activists inside the Russian Emg@teh as Konni
Zilliacus of Finland and Evno Azedf RussiaBased in Japane&egation to
Sweden in Stockholm, Akashi hired a ygudiplomat called Sentaro Uedeho
studied at Petersburg University in Betersburg before the war and fluent in
Russian languageas his personal secretamhe activities of Akashi involved
number of ethnic minorities not only Finns and Russians, but also Estonians and
Latvians.Alongside Japanese victory on the war, it wasbpbly the first point
of contact between the Baltic races and Japanese. Anyway, it took another
decade tastablishvis-a-vis relations only afterthe former gained the firsgver

independenceafter WWL1.

The inauguratiof EstoniarJapanese diplomatic relations dates back t0.1919

Ants Piip, member of the Estian Forgn Mission in London whdeecame
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Foreign Ministerin 1930s made a courtesy cab the AmbassaddButemi
Chindaof Japarto the United Kingdomanddelivereda formal messagieom
the Estonian government tequestiapanese recognition of the stgfekyo
Asahi Shimbun, March 231919, p.2)Upon ths requestrom the newly
independent BaltiRepublic, Tokyo mada o6 i owial recodgnitiond of
following the decisions of the United Kingdom, France, and Italy. The decision
of the Japaese governmentasnotifiedto Piip by Chindaon March 1., Later
in the same year, Latvia was also given the recognition by Japauanlike
Estonia, it was formal recognition of thetate (Tokyo AsahiShimbun, March
13th 1920, 8) Lithuania had to wait until December 19f# formal Japanese
recognitiondue to the Polisiithuanian War (19194920)and the Klaipeda
(Memel) territorial dispute with Poland in the aftermath of the Miokyo
Asahi Shimbun, December 24922, p.1)By 1923, all the Baltic States were
granted formal recognition by Japan.

In 1921,diplomatSeigo Sasalof Japaneskegation in Stockholnsent to
establisha diplomat officen Reval (Tallinn) (Paewaleht1921, p4) Tokyo was
eager to know the transition of political situations in the Soviet Uniail tise
Japanese diplomatic missions in the country were forceld$e down by the
end of 1910s and Reval capital of newly independent Estonian republic,
appeared to be the best spot for the observalioat was the special mission
given to SasakiApproved by the MoFA, Sasaki hired at least @l Russian
informantwho wasspecialized in espionagat annual rate of 1,500 Yen.
(JACAR, B0304074890PTwo years later,n May 1923, kst Secretary Sentaro
Uedaof the Warsaw Leg#@n, along withSecretaryKozo lzumi, wassent to
Rigato establish a newiplomat office (JACAR, Ref.B15100944400Ueda was

a farwell-experiencedliplomat compared t8asakin terms ofRussian affairs.

Also, compared to Reval (Tallinn), Riga was a far bigger city and it was more
convenientin termsof hiring theinformantsand the collection odpen source

information.
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Figure 1. The apartment ofAndreja Pumpuraela 6, Riga. (February 2017)

The Riga diplomat office was located in this building.

At the same time, considering the geopolitical importamiceatvia inthe
intelligenceactivitiesagainst the Soviet Unioemphasized bthe First Secretary
Ueda, the MoAalsodecided tasend army officers to Latvia in the name of
Gesearchers otine Sovietaffairsd Consequently,hie Revadiplomatic office
was closedn 1922andthe missionwas succeedeoly Ueda In March 1924,
Assistant militaryattachéof the Berlin Embasy visited Riga witlCaptain
NoritsuneShimizu, the armis researcheresidedin Germany At that time,
Japanese militargttaché&o the Soviet Union was declarakersona non graia
due to Japais Siberian intervention (191B922)and insteadent to Germany.
But, heplanned to move its office to Latvia because of its geopolitical advantage
in intelligence against the Soviet Unicdrherefore after the return of the
assistanattache Shimizuwas ordered to remain in Riga, expected ta be
liaison officer betweethe assistardttachéand UedaHowever, the plafaced

Uedas completedenial from the pepective of diplomatigrotocols thushad

% Ueda told Shimizu thaMiilitary Ali (i I (8 & [oSition requires to be formalaccreditedoy the local
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to be abandoned.(JACARef.B15100944400

After Shimizy in January 1926, Major Tashiro Kawab&was assigned tthe
secad researcher in Riga residen¢@ACAR, Ref. C010061079Q0Exceptthe
case of Shimizu, ain task of th&Rigabased researclswvasto master Russian
languageandalsocollect information abouhe Soviet military affairs as much
as possibleKawabe arrived ifRiga on March 1% via Moscow(Kawabe, 1962
p.46) The diplomatic relation between Japan andSbeiet Union was restored
a year agoThe SovietJapanese Basic Convention February 28 1925)
henceit was possible for him to travel blge Siberian railwayAlong with
Captin Genzo Yanagidawhoarrivedto Rigain early 1927JACAR, Ref.
C0100603940p the only two Japanese citizens in Latvia concentrated on

improving Russian language skills and sometimes travelled around Europe.

After returning to Tokyan 1928 Kawabesubmittedthe reporon &pecial

military facilitiesbased on th&andscapeof he So v i(JACARUNni ono
Ref.C0100372280Mowever,in his memoir published in 1960s, Kawabe
describedithere waso way to conduct such thing (the research on the Soviet
military affairs)in Riga but just sawthe drastic impreement inRussian

language skib. (Kawabe, 1962, p.52).

government based on the existence of the previowaslgrediteddiplomat (Envoy or Ambassador). Thus, in
order to implement the Arm@ plan, it requiredhe MoFA to send, at least,chargé d'affaire Riga and
officially promote the current diplomat office téPegatiof@JACAR, Ref.B11500944400e latter ministry did
not have a budget to spare with the plan due to the austere fiscal policy everteméareat Kanto Earthquake
in September 1923.

*In late 1930s, Kawabe became a military attatth&ermany (19389). At the end of theWW2, hewas Vice
Chief of Staff of the General Staff at the rank of Lieutenant General. Accordioméseurces, he stablished
WYF g+ 06S hNEFYQ Ay MPEy4dl & yWig KA P@skdi KIB0-Aged 06 Oy (i @

® He was later appointed as militaagtachéto Pdand and Romania (193£934), chiebf the secret military
ageny in Harbin (1940), ancbmmander 6 Port Arthur fortress in China at the end of the WW2. Arrested by
the Sovi¢forces in August 1945 and passadoscow, 1952 during the internment. Aged 59.
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Figure 2. Captain Genzo Yanagida (first from the left, front row) at the 10th Independence

Day parade in Riga, Latvia. (November 18th 19d8jere were also Major Kiichiro Higuchi
(the centre, person witlhoustachg then militaryattachéo Poland, an€aptain Kitsujyu
Ayabé (first from the right), the Arms researchdn the Soviet Union

Courtesy: Estonian Film Archivé&gsti fimiarhiiv)

In 1928,while Captain Yanagida was still in Riglgpan andatvia mutually
ratified the Treaty of Commerce and Navigatitre firstever bilateral
diplomatic agreemerietween Japan and any of the Baltic Statesler such
circumstance, thdapanes#linistry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA)plannedto
establish the firstliplomatic mission irLatvia. (Tokyo Asahi Shimbun, July 5th
1928, pl) On 1stOctober 1929, the Legatiaf Japan irLatvia wadfinally
established(Tokyo Asahi Shimbun, Septembéef 2929, p.3)Ambassador
HarukazuNagaoka to Germany also hold the positof the first Envoy td.atvia
andInfantry ColonelShigeyasiSuzuk{ of the Warsaw Legatiowasaccredited

asthe first but nonresident, niitary attachéto Latvia He patrticipated in the

® Captain Ayabe was the Ar@yresearcher in Moscow residence (192880). As of December 194% tvas
Deputy Chief of Staff of théwantungArmy. He saw the end of the WW2 as Chief of Staff of the Seventh Area
Army in SingaporePassedn Februaryl4th 1980.

" Colonel Suzukiasincorporated into the reserve dufy December 1938at the rank ot.ieutenant General
During the WW2, he served as Chairman of the Automobile Control AssocRaissedn Junelst1957.
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ceremony of presentation of credenti@ld_atvian PesidentGustavs Zemgals

with Captain ®iichi Terad® andCaptainMinoru Sasaki, his subordinates in
Warsaw (Latvijas Karevis, October 30th 1928, p.1)

Fire 3. Jgpanesanilitary officers inTartu, Estonia. (Jul29th1929)
Colonel Shigeyasu Suzuki (first from the lgfersonwith aiguillettd, CaptainKitsujyu
Ayabe (sitting in the centre)CaptainMinoru Sasaki(third from the left) andCaptain Seiichi
Terada(secondrom the right, sitting next to Estonian officesere confirmed.

Courtesy: Estonian National ArchivEdsti rahvusarhiiy

3. Thoughts on the Baltic-Japanese Military Relations

In the Interwarperiod Latvia and the rest ofhé Baltic States &re oftercalled
@Cor don S(Samiary @ordorgthepolitical wallto reject the infiltration of
the SovietCommunisminto (Western) Europdirst claimedby Georges
Clemenceau in March 1918fter the revolutionJapanimmediatelydefined the

SovietCommunisn as a threat to théational polity (Kokuta) which based on

® CaptainTerada was the Armn§ researcher in Warsaw residend®27-1929.Hebecame the first Japanese
military attachéto Finland (934-1936)by the recommendation of Lieutenant Colonel Tsutomu Ouchi, then
military attachéto Latvia(19331935) At the end of the WWZTeradawas Deputy Chief of Staff of tiér
GeneralArmy at the rank of Ligtenant GeneralPassedn March 8th1969.

° Captain Sasaki was also the A@wesearcher in Warsaw residence (19229). During the WW2, he
commandedhe armyunits ofNew Georgia in 1943 and saw the end of the war in Rabkuld at the rank of
Lieutenant GeneraPassedn April 27th 1961.
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the reign othe Emperorand enforced the Maintenance of the Public Order Act
(Chiarlji Hou) in 1925 toregulate the domestic Communmsbvenents.For

both Baltic States and Japan, the Soviet Communism was an imminent threat and

its ccontainmerbbecame a common political goal.

In fact, Japan hagreviouslyintervened Russian Civil War following the
CommunistRevolutionin 1917 by supportinghe army oex-Admiral Alexander
Kolchak one of the dissident groups (White Army) against the Commuaists,
occupyingWest Siberidy their own military forceslorgside other great powers
e.g.France and the United Stat®ghile the attempts of thexistinggreat powers

t o cl as h rst@@EnmunestredintevereprbceedingexRussian

territories on the other side of the géobuch as Estonian and Latware fighting
their ownwars forindependencén February 1920, Kolchak was executed kg th
red army. By the end of the year, the defeat of the white army became clear and
Japan suffered from battered economy due to the decrease in exports after the end
of the WW1 andn the other handhe increase of military expenditures on the

prolonged inérventions to the Soviet Union.

During thisperiod,from late 1910s to 1920€aptain Michitaro Komatsubaf&

was detachetb Estonia from the Army Generaledf in Tokyo and resided in
Tallinn between 1919 antP22 His mission was to report tipolitical situations

of the Soviet Union and the Baltic States to Tok@iven the statuef dmilitary
representative of Japanese AJaapanisGjavae esindajaby the Estonian
government, Komatsubara was providedacess to thelassifiedinformation
e.g.moves othe Estonian Any and had a close relationship with General Johan
Laidoner, Commander of the EstonighDivision. Likewise, Lieutenant Colonel

Kenichilkenakd! of Japanese Navy wasationedn Riga from 19240 1925.

1% Komatsubara later became a military attaché to the Soviet U(i®a7-30). According to Kuromiya (2011),
the Soviet counterintelligence honey trapped him in Moscow and used him an agent inside Japanese Army
throughout 1930s. In 1938, he was appointed fas tommander of the 23rd division stationed in Hailaer. The
division was almost annihilated in the battle of Khalkhin Gol (Nomonhan) with the Soviet Union in Summer
1939.Passedrom stomach cancer on October 6th 1940. Aged 54.

! |kenaka residence in Rigwas Ausekla iela After the task in Latvia,dwas promoted to a naval military
attachéto the Soviet Union (Jur@ctober 1925Passedn August 21st 1954.
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Figure 4. Captain Michitaro Komatsubaraspets the Estoniad™ infantry regimentin
Narvafront. (Summer 191p

Coutesy: Estonian Film ArchivéEestifilmiarhiiv)

The Balticimpresiors of Japaneseere goodIt was largely due tthe
experiences ahe Balticvolunteers during the Russiapanese War (19@56)
such adAleksander Tdnissonyho becamd=stoniandefenceminister in early
1930s and CaptaiBock, German Latvian who served as an adjutant of General
Yevgeni AlekseyewViceroy of the RussiaRar EastAlso, the bookd Ru-s s o
Japanese Wafarnder RussiantWaMimisteb\iktor Sakharowas
translated intahethree languages of the Baltic Stat&khough it was written by
the exenemy political giantJapanese &re praised a8 S u r p well-educatep
and di sci p(theercerpt frommehe mtro@udtion of the Estonian
version) But, thebiggestinfluence of the Russdapanese War on the Baltic
populace wadapanese victory ovéne Russian Baltic fleet in Tsushima.
Estonian and Laian newspapers reported thesult ofthis historic battle on time
(by translatinghe reporton Britishand French newspaperg)hich was very
surprising facunder the Imperial Russian rukndthe people soon knew the

@ymbol of the Russian militanpight§ if not oppressiompver the BalticSea
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region was completely vanishe@dthesea of thd-ar East.

In case of Estonians, we could also addd@tbnic backgroun@astheroot of

their close tiewith Japarse Makoto Onodera, Japanese militatyachén Riga
from 1936 to 1938, statdhs being Asian racé~inns) Estoniashada great
sympathywith Japarand Japanedeom the same reason of Finlandound

Estonia as d@reasure hous®f information. This was one of the great successes
(during my duty in Rigd). (Okabe, 2014, p.83).

4. History of the Japanese Army Office in Riga(19311940)

In August 1933Lieutenant Colonel Tsutomu Ouchi, the secdaganese
military attachén Riga residencegstablishedhe army offi@ intheapartment of
Elizabetesela (ElizabethStreet)33 upon his arrivalAccording to Makoto
Onodera, the third Japanese military attaohiga residenc€l9361938) the
Elizabeteffice wasinconveniendue todack of space® In May 1937, the Riga
army office found a new residenceBna z n i¢la (EharchStree} 19. It was
only a block away from Estonian Legation in R{@kolasiela 13) where
Lieutenant Colonel Villem Saarsen, oneCrfoderés best friendand
collaboratotrin the joint intelligence operations against the Soviet Union

worked?!?

As of 1937, Nina Shvangiradze, Georgian Latvian lady, was hired as a secretary
(Strategic Services Unit, DB#1245, p.4; Kuromiya & Mamowid] 6, p.148) and
couple of other local personals for housekeeping datggsZelma (housekeeper),
Luize Kindelo(cook Estonia), and Marie (nursegstonian.In this new location,
they were able to borrow three rooms, one for Onddgrarsonal office, anfor

his family, and the last one for the office of ShvangiradeB a z n gfftea s
wasinheritedby the successors of Onodera and remained until 1940, the year of
the Soviet occupation of Latviafter the Soviet annexation of Latvia in August
194Q the Riga army office was forced to be close daemgsidehe Japanese

Legation. Already in June, the Soviet occupation forces attempted to arrest Nina

2 There cald be a additionalreason for the choice of thiecation. Kisaburo Yokoi, Japaneserchant who is
famous for opening the first store of Japanese goods in Moshad lived in Riga around that time and his
shap was located in Brivibas i, where was in the neighbourhood ofl T yiele-D | &
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Shvangiradze upon the invasion to Latvia aadn aftershe married an

American Legation staff (Oneda, 2016, p.183) and fled to Caif(Buromiya &
Mamoulia 2016,p.148)On the other hand, Marie, Estonian nurse, was the one
who escaped to Sweden like thousands of hermationals Sheworkedfor

Jgpanese army office in Stockholamd again, served f@noderavho returned
as a militaryattaché&o Sweden in 1941Okabe, 2012, p.305)
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Figure 5. Apartmenstin Elizabetes iel&3 (p.15)andB a z n i¢la 18 @.16)in Riga,
Latvia. (February 201y
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Figure 6. The houseregister ofB a z n i@la 18 lsuilding (19371940

Major Onodera idisted as the residendédongwith the two housekeepers (Valentidignets
a housemaid worked temporarily from May 1937 to April 198&] the aforementioned
LuizeKindelo) CourtesyLatvian State Historical ArchivieVVA)
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3. Position ofMilitary Attaché to Latviadin the Japanese Army

There were eighlapanese military officers served as militattaché to Latvia
throughouthe Intervar period.(seeAppendiy) Among them, sihadactually
resided in Riga from 1931 to 194The aforementione@olonelSuzuki and
Major HikosaburcHata, the 2 military attachéo Latviafrom 1930to 1931
(Tokyo Asal Shimbun, April 9th 1943, p.1administered Latvia frondvarsaw

and never moved to Riga.

e — .

N T

Figure 7. Lieutenant ‘Clorl'.onél Hikosaburo HAétTé (first from tAHév;ight), brobably during his term
in office as a militanyattaché&o the Soviet Unioif19341936), at the Estonian General Staff
in Tallinn. (1935) Courtesy: Estonian Film Archivé&gsti filmarhiiv)

In July 1931,Major Osato Kawamataas appointed as the first military attaché
in Riga residence. (Latvijas Kareivis, July 21st 1931, p.1).

There are no sources left fitre details ohis activities in Riga, but his term of
office in Riga exactly collided with the most politicathfficult period for the
Interwar Baltic States hence it was presumably impossibfgamnoteany
intelligence works other than building friendship with Latvimilitary personals

and other foreign militarattaché.
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Amidst economic panic and political unrests during the Great Depression
extreme rightwing parties emerged in the Baltic Stagegh as the Association of
Estonian Freedom Fightergdbadussojalaste L)iin Estoniaand the Fire Cross
(Ugunkrust} in Latvia While the governments of the Baltic States concentrated
on political conflicts rather than tackling on the Depressioey aittempted to
take powelby coup detat(Von Rauch, 1974p.148152).As these extreme right
wingers were serious threatstite domestic securities which involved the
nati onds mihdBalic goveynménts toakgremptiveactions to clash
their attempts including arrests of perpetrators and baheanstreet marches. In
order to avoid occurrence of similar organizations, the Baltic States installed
6aut hor it ar stadimg frameldszyehichanasysdémehow similar to
many ofEuropean fascist regimes in later years. Ironically, the creatisimafgy
governments brought back the political stabilities to the Baltic States.
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Figure 8. Portrait ofMajor Osato Kawamatgiven as a preset Colonel Kikkuls Head of
the Latvian Intelligence Servic@uly 1933?Courtesy:Museum ofthe Occupatiorof Latvia

(Latvijas OkppUcijas muzejs

The MoAshould hadecognized the geopoliticahportance of Riga in terms of
the intelligence against the Soviet Uniogcause it had been repeatedly told by
the diplomats like Ueda and their fellow officers &kgmatsubarastill, as of
early 1930s, there seems no attempts were made to station officers who
specialized in intelligence activitieafter Kawamata, whdransferredo Moscow
as a militaryattaché&o the SovietCavalry Lieutenant Colonel Tsutomu Ouchi

succeeded the positioBuchi was a cavalry professional but did not have
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expertise in intelligence operatiorisdeed, he U.S. Onodera repasays, @ichi
hadsent only 40 telagms to Tokyo from 1933 to 1935SU, 1946, p.24and

based on the recordsthie correspondence available at the SIinistry of
Defence) archivén Tokyo, 10 of them were regarding the exchange of weapons
with the Estonian army in 1935, which will be explained laYet, as being the
expert on cavalry operatioiiise became aimstructor of the arnmg cavalry

school after the return to Japahg frequently visitethe units of both the

Estonian and Latvian armies afidnkly exchanged opinions on the operations
with the local officers.

Figure 9. Partyphotoof Japanese andatvian Armies probably taken at the Japanese
Legation inJura Alunana iel&@, Riga.(9357?) CourtesyMuseum of the Occupation of

LatviaLat vijas OkupUcijas muzejs

Around 1935, when Ouchi left Latvitheinternal strife among Japanesany,
between the Imperial Way factioKgdouhg and the Control factiorrpseiha,
was intensifiedStarting from the murder of General Tetsuzan NagatAugust
12th 1935Executive Secretary of Military Affairs Buread the MoAwho
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belonged to théatter faction by Lieutenant Aizawa sympathized witie former
faction the politicalatmosphersurrounding Japanese army became so delicate.
It wasOctober 12 1935 when Infantry Major Makoto Onodera assigned to be a
next militaryattaché&o Latvia. Aready at the beginning of 1930s, Onodera was
widely known as aexpert ofRussian militaryaffairsin the army through his
matureknowledge on the issue andegiiiing fluent Russian language.

He was most inspired igeneral Toshiro Obataho was one of the central

figures of the Imperial Way factiofOkabe, 2014, p.5&pbata and his fellows
developed a unifiedcritical feeling against th8oviet Union vhich reemerged
militarily after the success of tii€ive Years Plad(192832). Thus, he strategic
guestionchow to defeat the Soviet military forcpse-emptivelybefore the

completion of another militargxpansiobbecame their focusortunately, their
ambitious war plan was never realized as the faction itself lost influence over the
army, especially by the February 26 incident of 1936, a failed atiapptby

young officers of the Imperial Way faction. Many scholars including Okabe
believe that Onodera waslegatedto Riga by the pressure of the Control

faction members in aattemptto weaken their counterpart.

Indeed, Onodera himself stated the Riga army o#fiqgeodice box in the
hinterland(Okabe, 2012p.105)Yet, from 186 to 1938, Onodera had sent over
200 telegrams to TokyoSEU, 1946, p.24Yhis appears to be trioecause of the
existence of his 141telegramsent from Rigaon December 1831937, reporting
theliquidation of the two Soviegeneraldo the MoA (JACAR,
Ref.C01004397400In Latvia, andalsoin Estonia where hpintly administrated
from 1937,he made a great success in the development of Japaiticaey
intelligence activities in the Baltic Statd$ie most notable case was the joint
EstonianrJapanese military intelligence operations to topple théeBregimes in
Eastern Europe of which Onodera took an initiativeDafting his term in office,
the Riga army office finallynetthe expectation of ta MoA (or even more than
that) in which the purpose to send officers to Latvia was the information

gathering on the Soviet military affairs ever since the researchers in 1920s.



THE INTER-WAR JAPANESE MILITARY INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES

IN THE BALTIC STATES: 19191940 20
Cavalry Lieutenant Colon8lamotsu Takatsuki, who succeeded Ono@era
positionin May 1938, was a specialist dield operation§ according to the
unpublished memoir of Makoto Onodetattle is known or can be assichwith
regard tohis activities in Rig from the materials lefbut the U.S. Onodera report
tells he sent 300 tedeams to Tokyo in a year from 1938 to 1963SU, 1946,

p.24) In that sense, he was quite successful in terms of maintaining the @modera
operationsin June 193%nly a yearafter, Takatsuki was replaced #tillery
Lieutenant ColoneHiroshi OnouchiOnouchi became the last Japanese military

attachéo Latvia, by the Soviet occupation of the Baltic States in June 1940.
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Figure 10. Portrait of Lieutenant Colonel Tamotsu Takatsgikien as a gifto Latvian

Colonel Gregorijs Kikkuls.1939)
CourtesyMuseum of the Occupation of Latvih @t vi j as OkupUcijas muzej s
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To sum upthe histolesof the Riga army office and Japanesiitary attaché to
Latvia can be categorized into two periods@yrmal militarya t t a affice® 6 s
(referred by Onodera asfolice box in theHinterland) from 1931 to 1936and

2) Hub for Japanese Military Intelligence Activities against the Soviet W@nion

from 1937 to 1940.
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5. Visit of Captain Shimanuki to Estonia(19331934)

OnNovember 28 1933 Aviation CaptainTadamas&himanukiof the Japaese

army arrivedin Estoniafrom the Soviet Union(Sakala, March 10th 1934, p.2).

Prior to the visit to Estonia,ehhad researchedAi r and Ground Separatio
T h e o(alsp Bnown agKkuuchi BunriRord i n J & {heSovietsAr Force

unit stationed invanow-Voznesensk (current Ivanova)ortreastof Moscow,

from June 1932JACAR, Ref.B13091661400)

Thefirst priority of himin Estoniawas toresearchthe flight conditionin a season
of severe cold(Shimanukj 1988, p. 111)0nJanuaryl0" 1934, heentered the
service athe 3¢ flying division (Tallinn) of the Estonian Air ForceHowever, it
was impossible to conduct sudsearchiherebecause of a mild wint@once in
three decadésnd the bad conditions dfe airfield. Still, by special grace of the
division commander, Shimakiwas able to fly over Tallinat least three or four

times.

As being a rare guest from Jap&hjmanukiwas interviewed bys56dub

(Soldien, official magazine of the &onian Defene Forcesin the same month he
arrived EstoniaThetopic of the interview wasboutdlapanese mentaliy

(Sakala, January 14th 1935, pS#idur March 3 1934, p250).

Also, & the 3° flying division, Shimanakwas often visited by Estonian officers

and was questioned about Japanese culture. In his letters to the family in Japan,
Shimanuki described the characteristics of Estonians as follow:

AThe characteristiof Estonians are really similar to that of Japaresfound it
delectable that they ameally opermindeddespite the lackf knowledgen

(social)manners

Before leavingthe country Shimanukiheld his farewell reception at hotel
@Rooma@(Rome)and enjoyed pleasantalk with threegenerals belonged tbe
Estoniangeneralstaff such ascGugav JonsonJohannes Roska (Orasmaa), and
JuhanTérvand (LaaneTeataja, March 10th 1934, p.3pn March &', Shimanuki

was given the Estonian Order of the Cross of the E&gltkéristi teenetemark



THE INTER-WAR JAPANESE MILITARY INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES

IN THE BALTIC STATES: 19191940 23
at the headquarters of Estonian Defence Leal§agsgliit) in Tallinn.

(Shimanuki, 1988, p.111Two days later, o the &, he left Tallinn for Torun
(Poland), the last destination of his study trip in Europe.

The Estonian hospitalitghownto Shimanuki was highly apgciated bythe
MoFA andthe MoA. It became one of the reasons vihg MoFA sought to
promote theChargé d'affairesf the Riga Legation to Envoy Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary (JACAR, Ref. B1409083940pIn late 1934the MoFA
demanded a budgit order for the Gargé d'affaires iRigato administrate
Estonia and Lithuanjehowever thiswasdenied bythe MoF. Likewise, the MoA
was also eager to promote the militatyachén Rigain the same wayBut, as
long as the militaryattachéwasa part of the Riga Legaticand in case, was also
required to submit formatredentialdissued by the MoFA to the governments of
Estonia and Lithuaniahe planhad to be abolishedt had to wait until 1937
whenthe issue was took up again by then militattachéMakoto Onodera.

Y
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Figure 11. CaptainTadanasaShimanuki” (third from the left, first rowy athis farewell

%1n 1939, Tadamasa Shimanphkiticipated in the battle of Kilkhin Gol (Nomonhan) @schief of operations
of the 2" Flying Corps of th&wantungArmy. On July 3rd he was killed in action while being on
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reception irHotel (Rooma#(Rome) Tallinn. (March 58" 1934
Courtesy:Mr. TakamitsuShimanuki the excerpt fronthe bookdMemorial Writings for
Tadamasa Shimanukipublished in 1988)

6. Exchange of Firearms between Estonian and Japanese Armies (1935)

In February 1935anEdonian militarydelegatiorvisitedthe Japaese Army
office in Riga andhadan opportunityto talk with the military attachéTsutanu
Ouchi Cavalry Lieutenant ColoneThey agred onanexchange of weapons
commemoratéhe beginningof theofficial relationship (JACAR, Ref.
C01004065200InMay,aType 97 Sniper RiflInfantry( i ndi cat ed a
Rifle with SnipingS ¢ o m éné official document aNambuExperimentaBub
MachinegunType 2 anda Nambu Type 14Handgurwerepresentedo the
Estonian Army(JACAR, Ref. C010067366Q0Exceptfor thefamousNambu
Pistol, the gurs wereall experimental weaponwhich at that timewere still on
trial. Ouchi probably did not expect the Estomémrequesthe sortof weapons
for the exchange and it woulldve beenan even greatesurprise for théMoA in
Tokyo. In fact, a1 February 2%, the Ministrysuddenlyordered the immediate
acquirement of a Nambu Stachinegin for the Technological Institute
(JACAR, Ref.C01006653500

reconnaissance flight ovedailaer river According to the postvar article ofTakeharu Shimanuki, hygunger
brother who also participated in the battléhe plane was shot down by the Soviatti-aircraft guns of which
around twenty were stationed in the area back then.
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Figure 12. Lieutenant Colonel Tsutomu Oudffirst from the left, second row) at the Latvian
1% Cavalry RegimenfL at vi j as 1 .)in Dalgavpils@priul935)u | k s

Courtesy:Latvian War MuseunfLatvijasKara Muzejs)

From May to June, fifty 6.5mm bullets fthre ArisakaM1905 and ondwundred
8mm Nambu bullets werdeliveredto Estonia (JACAR, Ref. C01004067100)n
June, fivehundred Nambu Blets were additionally brought to Ridpy

Lieutenant ColonéDsatoKawamata Military Attachéto theJapanese Embassy
in Moscow,whoused tdbeOu c hi 6 s s uRma legatoruntiluly 1833 e
(JACAR, Ref. C01006855500)

Around thistime, amodernization project dheexisting weapons was ongoiirg
theArsenal Eston a6 s nat i on alOvefl0,000 dapameseadea ct or y.
Arisaka M190%ifles remainng in the Estonia Army wereonverted to 7.7mm
British.303from the original 6.5mmThere werdhree differensourcedor the

Estonian Arisakasl) A surplus of ExRussian Imperial Armyifles purchased

from Japan in 1915 b$eneral Eduard Karlovich Germonius, 2 part ofthe

Finnish military aidgivenduring the Estonian Indepdence Wafrom December

1918 to January 191@nd 3)Those nherited from thé&ex-Russian White Army

led byNikolai Nikolayevich Yudenichdnly a few). In 192G, around terstwenty
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Arisakaswere additionally imported from the United Kingdofihe modernized
Arisakas werdransferredrom the Estonian Armyto new userEstonian Defence
League(Kaitseliit), the natiold efficial paramilitary organization The larger

clips for British.303someimes caused malfunctionslmading and ejectingbut

otherwise it was very powerful weapowhich met the needsf the cefene

league soldiers.
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Figure 13. British.303-convertedArisaka M1905atthe Museum of Fight for Estonia’'s
Freedom(Eesti vabadusvditluse museymallinn. (August 2014)

Fromthe Estonian sideat leastone Arsenal M23, the first Estoniamade sub

machinegun deveped bythe Arsenalin 1926, wasent to Japan vidne Riga

Legatian. The Arsenal M23 was basically dstonianimitation ofthe Bergmann

MP18,a German sutmachinegurusedduring the Great War, bittwas slightly

improvedin some waysThe Estonianmitation modelwasprobablya

technological omil est onlubwascampletdsyhe devel opers
obsolete by the time it wagesentedo the Japanesdn 1938, allthe M23swere

replacd bythe Finnishmade Suomi KP/34and the remaindewvere completely

sold off tothe Latvian Army andthe Republican forceduring the Spanish Civil

Warr.

Unfortunately, the gungiven as a giffrom Japanese did nobntribute to the

Estonian development of firearragher, fortwo reasons, IjheEst oni a 6 s
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spontaneous firearms development projects were cancelled due to the purchase of
the latesFinnishguns This wagelated tahe attempt®f EstonianFinnish

defence cooperiain inthelate 1930sand 2) Thegunsweresomewhabbsolete

from the perspective dhe European standard of firearni®r example, the Type

97 Sniper Rifle guaranteed high accureayewith anadvanced scope aiad
handmade barrgit wasa masterpiece of Japanese craftsmanship, but its
amnunitionwas sill weaker6.5mm.According to Mr.Toe Nommof Estonian
Defence Ministry, he three Japanegenswere probably seized by the Soviet
occupation forces iritherAugust or September 1940 and serhi® Soviet

Union. However,no informationregardingthe whereabouts of the Arsenal M23
were found in eithedaparor the Sovietseized Japanese guns.

In late 19350uchireturned to Japamhile being promoted to Colonel. He later
worked as an instructor of the Ayts avalryschool. InNSummerl939, upon the
outbreak of the border conflict with the Soviet Union in Khalkhin Gol
(Nomonhai, he was mobilized as a Chief of Staff of the 23rd Division led by
General Michitaro KomatsubafaOn July 4th, while commanding retreating
troopson a riverbanlof Hailaerafter the failed offensive, he wasincidentally
killed by a Soviet shrapnelhell.(Yomiuri Shimbun, January 13th 19755

7. The 7th World Comintern Congress and

the German-Japanese AntiComintern Pact (19351936)

The transfer of theommand of the Japanese military intelligence operations in
Europe against the Soviet Union from the Warsaw army office toehenErmy
office happenedponthe conclusion of the Germalapanese ArComintern

Pact on November 25th 1936.

The most | ikely cause of this o6crustal moven
adopted by the 7th World Congress of the Comintern {Butyust 1935). It was
named t he OResolutiFamscofs mT #otpiud arofFrtome 6A NI

the unification of Chiese resistance between the Chinese Communist Party and

*The same person who was sent to Estonia on special missitween1919-20. Kuromiya (2011) suggests
General Komatsubara, who was probahl$oviet spy, assassinat®dichiand concealed the crimefet,
lacking the sourceshis is nothirg more than a conspiracy theory.
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Kuomintang against Japanese Imperialism. Also, in the statement, Germany, Italy,

and Japan were clearly indicated as o6l mperi a

overthrown by t he efista fyonsuri®himbunhl@y wor | d 6 s

14th 1972, p.21) Consequently, the statement was identified as a threat to
Japanese management of Manchukuo and it was reported to Tokyo by Captain
Etsuo Kotani, assistant military attaché of Japanese Embassy in Moscow.
(Yomiuri Shimbun, February 16th 1971, p.21) Ironically, the Comintern
resolution only worked in the way strengthening Gerdapanese diplomatic tie.

However, Lieutenant Colonel Onodera, Japanese military attaché of the Riga
Legation, doubted the actual Sovietitary strength. Thanks to the friendship
with Nikolai Reek, then Chief of the Estonian General Staff, he gained
information regarding the vulnerabilities of the Soviet military forces. In the
telegram sent by Onodera to Vice Chief of Staff in Tokyo ove 20th 1936, he
reported the vulnerabilities as follows: 1) the recent expansion of the Soviet
military forces does not mean the improvement in its quality, 2) the Soviet
military equipment, especially automobiles and airplanes, are ranibjmp or t e d 6
parts. And, upon his return to Japan on May'2®38, Onodera told the Japan
Times thatSoviet is no menace to a strong Jajaue to the lack odmilitary
preparedneg€mn the Soviet sidgThe Japan Times, May 31938, p.1)

Anyway, Germans andmainsteandJapanese militargttaché were thinking
differently. In Berlin, Friedrich Hack, German arms broker with-plazi

tendency, visited the Japanese Army office in Berlin as a messenger of Joachim
von Ribbentrop either in May or June 1935 and he propasddteral military
alliance tackling the Soviet ambitions to Major General Hiroshi Oshima, then
military attaché. (Yomiuri Shimbun, July 12th 1972, p.21) According to Oshima,
prior to the German offer, he spontaneously proposed the bilateral alliathee in
telegrams to Tokyo number of timésnyway, Tokyo finally realized the
effectiveness of the bilateral alliance with Germaaryd signed the Anti

Comintern Pact with Germany in 1936.

cornm
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Figure 14. Portrait of Estonian General Nikolai Reek sent to Major Takeharu Shimanuki,
Japanesassistant militanattachéstationed in Estonia, on September 30th 192Rirtesy:

National Institute for Defence Studies (NID&)hive, Tokyo. (Archival Reference
37 38
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8. Joint Intelligence Operationsagainst the Soviet Union(19371939)
By thelate 1930s, the political situatiom Europedescendedhto chaosiue to
the prolongednfluences of theGreat Depression, the Great Purge in the Soviet

Union, andalsothe expansionism of Nazi Germany.

In Januaryl938,Major Makoto Onoderd’, Japanese Militanjttachéin Riga

who also administrateistonia and Lithuaniaver since 193 #equested the
detachmenof additional personalor 6 n e g o t i a thdEstonigrdmilitary.t h
(JACAR, Ref. C01004434500A month later Chargé d'affaire Hirataof
Japaneskegation inPoland answered Omb e r a 6 s  digpatehiagnfantryp y
CaptainTakeharu (Takeji) Shimanukiho belonged tdis Legation.

TakeharuShimanukt®, who wasactuallythe younger brother of the

aforementned Aviation Captaifadamas&himanukj workedfor the Japanese
EmbassyinMoscom s t he Ar my 0 s fodyedrsmdedptiilo983%& sear cher
(JACAR, Ref. C0100429910Gandat the timeof being chosen as the liaison

officer for Estonig he wasspending théast year ohisresearcher position in

Europeatthe Warsaw Lgation According to the memoir of Yuriko Onodera,

wife of Lieutenant Colonel Onoder&ipkyo accepted their requestcausdner

husband previousintelligenceworks were highly appreciated by them

(Onodera, 2007, p.53).

By the way, he reason why Onodera wiasurgent need ahe liaisonofficer was
the ongoingEstonianJapanes joint intelligence operatiobetweendManaki
Orgard(Manaki Kikar) of Japanese ArmgndDepatment 2of the Estonian
General StaftS6javagede Staabi tisakond, E s toalynforeaghistelligence
serviceback then(Okabe, 2014p.86 Strategic Services UniDB#1225 p.24)

The formemwassecretintelligence orgaizationof Japanesailitary attachés in

'* Makoto Onoderaeturned to Japan on May&h 1938 Two years later, in Noweber 1940, he was

appointed tomilitary attaché to Sweden. In the postar period, he worked as a Swedish translator along with
his wife YurikoPassedrom acute cardiac insufficiency on August 17th 1987. Aged 89.

'® His residence in Tallinn wBsirnu naantee 20. He hired at least two Estonian ladies (one for secretary and
the another for housekeepinduty)
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Europe led by Infantrfolonel Takanobu Mana¥j assistanermy atachéof the
Berlin Embassy(Kuromiya & Mamoulia, 2016, p.174Before 1937, all

Japanese military intelligence operations in Northern and Eastern Europe were
commanded by the army office in WarsH#owever, upon thentensification of
military cooperatiorwith the Nazi Germangspecially after the conclusion thie
bilateral special agreemean joint intelligence operations iklay 1937,its role
wastaken ovelby the Manaki Organ in th&erlin amy office.’® Levent (2012)

found that the Manaki Orgamas first establishely Lieutenant Colonebhigeki
Usuf®in 1937and succeedealy Colonel Manaki in 1938The orgarhad

annuallysernt around 30 agents to Estonia, Finland, Lithuania, Poland and Turkey
until 1939 (p.79-80)

Usuiwas actually a school mate of Onodera from the Army Academy and the

Army College they knew each other quite wellhus, it isrational to think

Onodera brought the information about his special tie with the Estonian military

to Usui.Despite its name, Mwki, the organ commander himsgifpbably did

not have much contact with Onodera as he arrived to Europe in around early 1938,
few months before Onodera hadmhck to JaparThis isonereason why Manaki

is rarely mentioned in Onodésapostwar memoir. On the other hand, Usui had

been stationed in Berlin ever since 1935 and was awdhe @istence of

Onodera in Riga.

There were basically twobjectives irthe joint Estonian and Japanese
intelligence operationd) Toppling the Soviet regimes &eorgia and Ukraine
by supporting independence movemenftémigré activistand 2)Gathering
political and militaryinformationof the Soviet Uniorby the penetrated Estonian
agents(Okabe, 2014, p.8 Kuromiya & Mamoulia, 2016, p.173kn the postwar
memadr, Onodera mentioneabouthis connection with the government of
Belarusian Peopis Reblic (BPR) in exile Jocated in Prague, Czechoslovakia.

(Onodera1992, p.35He firstgained a Belarusiainformantin Riga,namely

" Takanobu Manaki (1892979).

® The Warsaw army office was located inside Japanese Legation (later prom@etbassy) to Poland
(Address: Foksal 10).

* JACARREf.C01001775900

%0 Shigeki Usui (1898942).



THE INTER-WAR JAPANESE MILITARY INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES

IN THE BALTIC STATES: 19191940 33
Ezavitay by using the connection of his secretary Shvangirao@@nodera,
1992, p.35And, through the network cdmigréBelarusiansOnodera was able to
make aracquaintancevith Zachark&’, the last BPR President, todenied any
collaboration with thenduring the postwar SSUinterrogatiors. In terms of the
relations with the Belairsian nationalists, Onodera made a fagggesentatioto
the Amercans. He actually was eagembobilize the Belarusianationalists;
howeverit wasnever realizedinceJapanessupporstowardthe Belarusian
nationalists met strongolish resistancéOnoderaat leastravelled to Wilno
(current Vilnius§? twice (SSU, DB#1226, p. contact Kozloythe BPR
supporter introduced frofzavitoy, but had to cancel fututeps to thecity due

to the protesfrom dPoland®* (Onodera, 1992, p.35)

Meanwhile, Onodera contactéddamowitctdo(Adamowicz), leaderfdPolish
secret organization in Danzfgurrent Gdansk)T'hanks to Adamowitch and his
fellows, Onoderdgound out the leabf official secrets regarding the ongoing
secret intelligence operatior{®nodera, 1992, p.35) He immediately reported it

to Lieutenant Colonel Usui in Berlf.

Beginning fromGerman requests regarding the status of Danzig (Gdaaskled
to Polandon October 24 1938,an intimate relationship between Germany and
Polandbegan tadeteriorate(Yamazaki, 2010, p.111hdeedthe failure of
Japanese intelligence operations targeting Belarus bealawvimisandthere was
no space for Japanese to interveritd the complicated E#srn European

diplomatic issues.

With the failure of mobilizing th&migréactivists, the Manaki Organ rather

concentrated on penetrating their own agents to the Soviet Uni@83B, ¢ help

“The U.S. Onodera report (DB#1245) suggests that Shvangiradze had connected with DAMAT, Ukrainian
nationalist organization based in Berlin. (@BThis means the Interwar Belarussian, Georgian, and Ukrainian
nationalist organizations were all intertwined.

?2yasil Zacharka (1871943), the second President of Belarusian Pe@gRepublic.

2 Until the early 28 century, the city had beea ghilosophicald LJA férIBélagusian nationalists.

%4 Onodera merely statetPolandRthus the opponentvasmost likelyPolish governmenor its military, but it

is rational to think the Warsaw army office also took a stand against thefube 8elarusias inside Poland.

% professor Hiroaki Kuromiya of Indiana University claims M@natistress in Paris, who was a Soviet NKVD
agent, was involved in the leakage of the secret operations. However, Manaki arrived only few months before
Onodera leaves Europthus it is highly unlikely that Onode®adiscovery was linked to the mistress.
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infiltrations of Estonian agents into the Soviet Union by a {sigked boat in Lake
Peipsi, Onodera supplied 16,06@rmanMarks toRichard Maasing, Chief of the
Estonian Intelligence Serviéé From Estonian sidd,ieutenant Colonel Villem
(Wilhelm) Saarse and Major Aksel Kristian weneamed as the liaison officers of
the operation$’ Villem Saarsenthe ight-handdman of Maasingwasan
Estonianmilitary attaché&o Latvia (19341939) and actualltheclosest friend of

Onoderan Riga?®

Figure 15. Major Makoto Onoderaf¢urth from the left second royat offices club in

%n one of the U.S. reports, Onodera claimed he only provided the cash to the EIS, meanwhile, in the
Wnpublishedmemoir completed by 1992vhich is currently preserved at the Yiaani Archivan Tokyq he

stated éthe construction of the boat was fully funded by Japanese and once it was completed in Germany, we
handed the boat to Estoniaas

" professor Ivo Juurvee of Estonian nationalgeoicademySisekaitseakadeen)iavhohas an expertise in

the Interwar Estonian military intelligence history, clearly denied the existence of such deal from one reason:
(KS {20780 02NRSNI 480dNRGe 2y [F15 tRALAAS (KA 4K & 2 DAL
Purge hence there was no need for such special equipment to cross the border.

8 Saarsen fled to Germany after the Soviet occupation of Estonia in 1940. And, after his house was burnt by
the Alliesair raidto Berlin in 1941, he moved ®tockholm and sought for the protection under the old friend
Makoto Onodera who was a Japanese militatachéto Sweden. Throughout the war period, Saarsen worked
as an informantor Onoderain StockholmIn the postwar period, he became the politicedlader of the

defected Estonians in Sweden. Onodera often visited him in Stockholm and kept exchanging letters until his
death.Passedn January 281982. Aged 90.
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Riga. (March 38 1937) There were also Latvian Colonel Gregorijs KikKttird from the
right, second row)Major Feliks Brzeskwinski (third from the lefsecond row), Polish
military attaché&o Latvia,and Lieutenant Colonel Villem Saarsen(fourth from the right
second roy Estonian militaryattaché&o Latvia. Courtesy: Museum of the Occupation of
LatviaLat vi j as OkppUcijas muzejs

Similarly, Onoderamanged cooperatiowith Colonel GregolijsGikkuls?®, Chief

ofLat vian military intelligence service calle
(Informacja dalg. (Strategic Services UniDB#1225 p.24).Yuriko, Onoderé

wife, stated in her memoir thaer husbangrovidedonly general informationo

Latvians which werebrought by Japanese diplomatic courinsving from

Tokyo. The U.S. reporindicatedOnoderés tiewith Berzins, Latvian interior

minister. (Strategic Services UnB#122, p.24).But, overall, Latvians had

never beemecognized agood collaboratoby Onodera.

# Gregorijs Kikkuls (188E966). He was a Chief of the Information Department betweerd 2881 1939, then
became a militanattachéto Poland and Romania from June 1939 and from October 1939, méitaghéto
Sweden and Norway. During the war, he remained in Stockholm and worked for the British secret service.
Passed in England, 1966. Aged
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Figure 16. Portrait of Yuriko Onodera, given as a gift to the wife of Latvian

Colonel Kikkuls. (March 1938) Courtesy: Museum of the Occupation of Latvia

(LatvijasOk up Uci j)as muzej s

The estrangement between Onodera and Latvians was probably resulted from
organizational structure dfiformacja dala(information Departmemf the

Latvian General Stafin which roleand organizational scale wezguivalent to
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thatof the Estonian intelligence servicéccording toJuurvee (203), number of
intelligence officers in the Interwar Baltic States was limit€&bzensof officers,
approximately)While The Estonianntelligenceservice wasriginally designed

to be suitable fomformation exchange with foreigmilitary attaché, such

mission was merelgnadditional taskor the Latvianintelligenceservice.(p.47).

Prime Minister's Office |
Department Il of - —
P . Section A (Administrate)
the Estonian General Staff (Aleks Kurgvel, 1935-July/August Foreign Military Attaches
(Richard Maasing, April 1934 - April 1939) 1940)

(Villem Saarsen, April 1939 - July/August 1940)

/

I Section 0 (Propaganda) |

Figure 17. Organizational Structure of the Department Il of the Estonian General Staff
(S6javagede Staabi Il osakgrid 1939. Based o@Vartime Structure of the Estonian Army
Intelligencé(Eesti s6javaéluure sbjaaegne struktupr ERA £.495, n.12, s.113, 1.139.

Unfortunately,Onoderacould not confirm all the results since he returned to
Japan on May 281938(Tokyo AsahiShimbun, May 29th 1938, p,Tutthe
operations weréaken oveby Cavaty Lieutenant ColoneTamotsuTakatsuki®,
new military attaché othe Riga Legation(Strategic Services UniDB#1225
p.24). TheU.S. Onodera report g&ribed Takatsukasa Gcapable persan
equivalent to his predecesséiso, he was known as@trategy expeétamong
the army.(Onodera, 1992, p.3But, his job inRiga lasted only a yeashorter
than any of thenilitary attachesWith regard to the facGusumu Nishiura, ex
MoA adjutant generaprovided an interestinfact that Takatsuki waa strong
proponent of Japanese invasmirFrench Indochina (Mhiura,2014, p.286),
which became¢he immediate cause of the U.S. oil embargo on Japgamately,
thewar between the two natiorBhus,hewasprobably found to bensuitable

for commandinghe delicat@intelligence operations involving various nations.

% He returned to Japan on July 8th 198&d soon aftepromoted to a staff officer of the Genal Staff of
Japanese Armgndin November 194Qransferred to Northern China ArriyQ But, on the 29th, Takatsuk
was assassinated lanti-Japanese activisbn the street of Beijing in broad daylight. (Tokyo Asahi Shimbun,
December 1st 1940, p.1).
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Figure 18. Lieutenant Colonel Tamotsu Takatsuki (first from the left) with Lieutenant
Colonel Jacques Hoppenot, French militattachéo Latvia. (May 1938)

Courtesy: Museum dheOccupation of Latvial{ at vi j as OkupUcijas muzej s

In July 1938,Shimanukiset up an office of Japanese military representative

Parnu Beach HotéParnu Rannahoté). (Postimees, July 16th 1938, p.#he

Parnu officeremained for few weekduring the month(Uus Eesti Parnu Uudised,

July 15th 1938, p.1)0n September 301938, after 7 months of the warknder
Onodera and Tak at s*lidtEstonia v dgpafIAGARS hi manu ki
Ref.C01004593400).

% Takeharu Shimanuki, younger brother of the aforementioned Aviation Captain Tadamasa Shimasauki
transferred to China after his return to Japan. He participated in the Battle of KhalkhiN@ob(har) in 1939

as a staff officer of the Kwantung Army, and at the end of the WW2 in 1945 he held the rank of Colonel. In the
postwar period, he workeés thechiefof the National Institute of Defence Studies (NIFP8)ssedrom

pneumonia on December 20th 1978. Aged 76.
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Figure 19. Major Takeharu Shimanuki (right enfirst row) attheLegation of Japam
Helsinki, Finland? (1938)Courtesy: National Institute fdefence Studies (NIDS) Archiye

Tokyo. (Archival Reference

37 38

%2 Chiune Sugihara (centre in the second line), who was a then chargé d'affaires to Finland and later became
famous for saving thousands Jewish refugees by issuing Japanese transit visa as an Acting Consul of
Japanese Consulate in Kaunas, Lithuania, amtielnient Colonel Yoshihide Kafioeft of Shimanuki), then

military attachéof the Legation (1938938), were alsaonfirmed.
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Figure 20. Parnumaantee20 building, Tallinn. (March 2017)

Major Takeharu Shimanuklived in the farth floor.
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Figure 21. One Day at the Fourth Floor ofParnu maantee 2Gn 1938
Courtesy: ArchitecturalDrawing of Parnu mantee20) Tallinn City Archive [Tallinna
linnaarhiiv) (Photos of Shimanuki &arnu maantee 20lational Institute for Defence
Studies (NIDSArchive, Tokyo. (Archival Reference
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